Chairman's Report to AGM - 2007/08

Cape Town Press Club
Held at Hatfields Restaurant, Gardens Thursday, 5 June 2008

The club simply grows from strength to strength. We have had 16 functions already this year, and they include Cape Town mayor Helen Zille, who you will recall announced her candidacy for the leadership of her party at the Press club just over a year ago. We of course, also had Jacob Zuma who by accident announced his candidacy for the ANC presidency. I say by accident because a journalist asked him a complex question with lots and ifs and buts, and he fell for the bait. The later last year Evita Bezuidenhout announced her intention to run for the presidential mantle. We certainly have had our bit of fun.

The club's financial statements point to a great year . Our turnover rose from R326,000 to R441,000. We put takings of R280,000 into the local economy through our lunches. That is up over R80,000 from R198,000. This is testimony to a very active club. We can announce that Engen has joined us as principal sponsor of our administration and speaker's costs in particular. They have pledged a sponsorship of the first tranche of R50,000. I thank Gloria Barrett in particular for her role in garnering these funds. We also thank our regular sponsors, Distell, who have been with us for many years, the British American Tobacco of South Africa - which sponsor our bursary programme, the Development Bank of Southern Africa which sponsors our media training internship. Last year Brenda Nkuna carried out a six month media training programme at Mindshift magazine - which focuses on sustainable business - under the tutelage of editor Monica Graaff, a member of our club. The magazine is based in Cape Town, Nkuna's mother is a domestic worker, she grew up in a village outside Pretoria and attended Parktown Girls'High School where she matriculated. She read a BA in Languages and Journalism at Tukkies. Chevron has supported our bursary programme at the Cape Town University of Technology where we are about to choose three new bursary holders for this year. 

I wish to thank a very able committee which has served this club well in the last year. Vice-chairman Anthony Johnson, former assistant editor of the Cape Times and more latterly with the magazine division of Naspers/Media24, left to Australia at the end of last year. The committee had a farewell function for him. Kim Cloete, vice-chairman and a parliamentary editor at the SABC, has ably assisted me on a number of occasions and she is an invaluable source of speakers. John Caviggia has regularly policed our functions and kept us all in order. Ruth Golembo, Kylie Hatton and Sue Segar have been tireless in their work for the club, suggesting speakers, picking up speakers at the airport, helping to run the functions and generally being part of a hardworking but happy committee. Charlotte Zimpel got us the big prize - Tokyo Sexwale - who was in the midst of running for the ANC presidency, or at least it seemed so, at the time. Thanks to our resident cartoonist, Tony Grogan, for all the work he has done this year and for many years.

All praise goes to Gloria Barrett who runs this club with an efficiency which is beyond description. The club simply would not be the success it is without her tireless work, much of it dealing with tedious nitty-gritty of keeping lists up to date, booking venues and dealing with the many quirks that go with the job.

Thank you to the membership which is growing and growing.

