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CAPE TOWN PREss CLUB




MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CAPE TOWN PRESS CLUB, HELD AT 7:00 P.M. ON THURSDAY, 21 MAY 2009 AT THE MERRIMAN ROOM, CAPE TOWN CLUB, GARDENS 
1. PRESENT

Rudi Andrist, Angela Aschmann, Gloria Barrett, John Caviggia, Kim Cloete, Monika Germani, Ruth Golembo, Tony Grogan, Ryland Fisher, Muriel Hau-Yoon, Leslie McKenzie, Lauren Cohen, Lyn Mehmel, Nigel Murphy, Susan Murray, Frikkie Odendaal, Heletia Oosthuizen, Peter Parkin, Donwald Pressly, John and Delia Scott, Martin Slabbert, Ann Wallis-Brown, Evelyn Holtzhausen, William Smook, Michael Hamlyn and Claire Winsom. 

2. APOLOGIES

Ken Andrew, Chris Armstrong, Victoria Cawood, Andrew Cole, Colin Eglin, Patricia Fine, Stephen Flesch, Rosemary Hare, Carol and Jonathan Hobday, Paul Hoffman, Brian Hopkins, Penelope Horwood, Owen Kinahan, Jackie Lange, Jackie Le Cordeur, Norman Levy, Alan Lindhorst, Dennis Nick, Jane Raphaely, Sue Robinson, Christine Rudman, Janette Schelpe, Sue Segar, Herbert Syre, Judith Todd, Patric van Blerk, Annette van Niekerk, JP van Niekerk, Randolph Vigne, Suzanne Vos and Charlotte Zimpel.


3. WELCOME

Chairman, Donwald Pressly welcomed all present to this the 33nd Annual General Meeting of the Cape Town Press Club and acknowledged the sponsors Distell, Engen, British American Tobacco South Africa, Bass Gordon and Development Bank of Southern Africa.


4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS AGM

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 5 June 2008 were approved by Martin Slabbert and seconded by Ruth Golembo.

5. MATTERS ARISING


There were no matters arising.

6.  MOTION TO CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION

A motion was tabled in accordance with the conditions set out in a letter from the SA Revenue Service dated 6 January 2009 in response to the club applying for exemption from income tax.  The SA Revenue Service approved the Cape Town Press Club as a Public Benefit Organisation exempting the club from payment of tax and requesting that the club constitution be amended to include the provisions of section 30(3) of the Income Tax Act.
The motion was approved by Susan Murray and seconded by Monika Germani and the Constitution will be duly altered.

7. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Donwald presented his report to the meeting a copy of which is attached to these minutes. 

 
7. FINANCIAL REPORT AND DISCUSSION

Draft financial accounts to 31 December 2008 were distributed for discussion. 

Donwald noted that the club was in good financial standing.

Susan Murray questioned why sponsorships were down.  Gloria explained that overall sponsorships were up in value but it was a matter of when the funds were received in a particular financial year.
Donwald noted that lunch takings were up substantially because of the increased number of functions at increased cost.
Lauren Cohen queried the monthly website cost.  This is a charge by Dumel of R259 per month for 2 hours of website maintenance/support.  If we exceed this time there will be a further charge.

William Smook commented on the favourable financial situation of the club in these difficult times.

The financial statements were approved by Evelyn Holtzhausen and seconded by Muriel Hau-Yoon.


8. ENGAGEMENT OF AUDITORS

MGI Bass Gordon were approved as auditors for the club for the year 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2009 and were thanked for their generous assistance.

9. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS

As there were 9 nominations for 8 positions on the Committee an election was conducted. 

After those nominees present had introduced themselves the election process began.

The committee members duly elected were Donwald Pressly, Kim Cloete, Sue Segar, William Smook, Martin Slabbert, Kylie Hatton, Ruth Golembo and Brent Meersman.

This committee would convene directly after this AGM to elect a Chairman and to discuss the next committee meeting.

10. GENERAL

Michael Hamlyn requested an explanation on how the new sponsorship offered by Central Energy Fund (Pty) Ltd would assist the club to attract new members.  Kim Cloete explained that these funds will be used to subsidise 50% of membership subscription and 50% of function cost for bona fide working journalists.  The club will make this offer known to the membership and all editors, station managers and newsrooms .  It was hoped these efforts would encourage previously disadvantaged journalists to participate.

John Scott asked if it would benefit retired members as well.

Susan Murray stated that different content at our functions might attract black journalists.  Angela Aschmann and Donwald Pressly explained that the Guy Lundy function addressing the lack of black professionals in Cape Town had attracted more black people than usual.

Ruth Golembo suggested the website be revamped.  This suggestion will be taken up by the committee.
Nigel Murphy asked if the club gave sufficient recognition to Distell for their support.  The committee thought Distell were satisfied but would look at the various suggestions made.  i.e. cards on table at functions, links from our website to theirs.

Lyn Mehmel asked if there was a set down protocol for approaching speakers.  Gloria explained the manner in which most proposed speakers were offered to the club and the e-mail system the committee used to discuss the suitability of the speaker on offer.

9. MEETING CLOSED

The meeting closed at 20:00 and guests adjourned for snacks and drinks.
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT (By Donwald Pressly) - AGM CAPE TOWN PRESS CLUB
21 MAY 2009

Welcome, members of the Cape Town Press Club and , of course, ladies and gentlemen!

Our club is strong and growing – we have 567 members. Gloria Barrett, who so efficiently runs our secretariat and is the principal reason why the club is so efficient, has worked out that some 17% are journalists, a further 10% from media of various kinds, 13% are from public relations, 10% have retired, 9% are politicians or diplomats, 2% are writers of various kinds, 20% are business people and 19% “miscellaneous.

We have grappled with the problem for years that we are a little too pale and have found it difficult to transform. However, this is the nature of Cape Town society – and possibly the media on the southern tip as well. We have being investigating various ways of making our club more accessible to the ordinary working – and preferably black – journalist. We are drawing in the CEF to sponsor us to the tune of R40,000 to assist us with our task. My co-chairperson Kim Cloete and Gloria Barrett had talks with the CEF yesterday and this looks set to come on stream.

In the last year we were sponsored by Engen, which became our principal sponsor. Distell have of course, supported us for years. We are grateful to them – especially the journalists among us – for their support of donated wine (including my favourite sauvignon blanc). BassGordon have been doing our accounts “on the house” so to speak. Thank you to them for this service. The DBSA still is supporting our mentorship programme, but we are allowing this to run down as we believe that it is difficult to sustain this programme.  British American Tobacco South Africa have been supporting our bursary programme for some years. Duncan Scott received the BATSA post graduate bursary to study at UCT. He is a journalist-in-training studying for an honours in media theory and practice. He has written for student media publications such as Varsity, Campus Times and The Cape Town Globalist. The latter is an international affairs magazine affiliated with Yale and Cambridge.

The first Barry Streek Memorial Bursary was awarded to Nhlanzeko Felix Ngwenya this year. The annual lecture was delivered last year by Max du Preez, a friend of the late Barry. Ngwenya is doing a post graduate diploma in journalism and media studies. He holds a BA in communications from the University of Zululand. Three Chevron bursaries have been awarded to CPUT communications students – S Daries,W Rustoi and K Gaobape.

As usual we have had a number of functions this year. I have lost track of whether we have again broken a record, but in some weeks we have had four speakers…

I also wish to thank my committee, co chaired by Kim. I thank Sue Segar, Martin Slabbert, Kylie Hatton,  Lauren Cohen, Ruth Golembo – who was vice-chairperson and chaired a number of meetings, John Caviggia, Charlotte Zimpel and Brent Meersman. I thank the supportive membership for making our club the finest – and most productive – press club in Africa.

